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David Rodriguez, with the city of Austin’s transportation department, takes down a South by Southwest banner on East Seventh Street on 
Tuesday. SXSW was canceled last week due to concerns about the possible spread of the coronavirus. [JAY JANNER/AMERICAN-STATESMAN] 


President unveils actions as 
the coronavirus is officially 
declared a pandemic by the WHO 


By Lisa Mascaro, Andrew Taylor, 
Jill Colvin and Zeke Miller 
The Associated Press 


President Donald Trump said Wednesday 
night he is suspending all travel to the U.S. from 
Europe for 30 days beginning Friday as he seeks 
to combat a viral pandemic. 

Trump made the announcement in an Oval 
Office address tothe nation, blaming the European 
Union for not acting quickly enough to address the 
new coronavirus and saying U.S. clusters of the 
virus were “seeded” by European travelers. 

Trump said the restrictions won't apply to the 
United Kingdom and the U.S. would monitor 
the situation to determine if travel could be 
reopened earlier. 

“We made a lifesaving move with early action 
on China," Trump said. "Now we must take the 
same action with Europe.” 

Trump said “we are marshalling the full 
power” of the government and private sector 
to protect the American people. 

The president said he is directing the Small 
Business Administration to provide low- 
interest loans to affected small businesses, 
and calling on Congress to increase funding 
for this program by an additional $50 billion, 
and to provide “immediate payroll tax relief.” 


See VIRUS, A6 


A police officer talks to a 
woman at a checkpoint in 
Rome on Wednesday. [AP 
PHOTO/ANDREW MEDICHIN] 
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Online 
Find the latest develop- 


ments in the coronavirus 
crisis on statesman.com. 


Gig workers look 
for income after 
SXSW called off 


By Kara Carlson 
kcarlson@statesman.com 


For gig economy workers like Chris Cote 
there are no sick days, no standard hours and 
no guarantees. 

As a self-employed touring professional 
based in Los Angeles, Cote typically plans his 
March around South by Southwest, doing work 
for shows, bands and events. 

Big festivals in peak spring months can be big 
money drivers that help gig workers get through 
the slower winter months that bring less con- 
sistent income. 

But last Friday, SXSW was canceled for the 
first time in its 30-year-plus history, leaving 
workers in the gig economy with potential lost 
income and concerns that more problems could 
be on the horizon. The gig economy, generally 
speaking, refers to self-employed freelancers or 
independent contractors who perform a variety 
of on-demand tasks, such as driving for ride- 
hailing companies, delivering food or doing 
work in the entertainment industry. 


See WORKERS, A6 


Sanders not dropping out after more losses 


He says he will debate 


Biden on Sunday, but 
way forward is unclear 


By Steve Peoples, Wilson 
Ring and Will Weissert 
The Associated Press 


BURLINGTON, Vt. — 
Bernie Sanders is vowing 
to press ahead with his 


presidential campaign at 
least long enough to debate 
Joe Biden this weekend, 
even while acknowledging 
his deficit in the Democratic 
race may be insurmountable. 

The Vermont senator on 
Wednesday offered no further 
details on what his campaign 
may look like before or after 
he and Biden — the last two 


major candidates vying for 
the Democratic presidential 
nomination — spar Sunday 
night on stage in Arizona. 
The only thing on Sanders’ 
public schedule was taping an 
appearance on Wednesday’s 
“Tonight Show Starring 
Jimmy Fallon.” 

And that will continue to 
raise questions — as unlikely 


as it may seem less than two 
weeks after losing his once 
commanding front-runner 
status — about how long 
Sanders will persist against 
increasingly daunting odds, 
especially as the pres- 
sure within his own party 
increases exponentially. 


See SANDERS, A3 


Lawsuit 
accuses 
ex-UT 
coach of 
sex abuse 


John Rembao denies 
allegations by 3 former 
Longhorn athletes in 
class-action complaint 


By Christine Brennan 
USA TODAY 


On Wednesday, three 
former University of Texas 
track and field athletes filed 
a class-action complaint 
against the NCAA, the NCAA 
board of governors and long- 
time track coach John Rembao 
for what they allege were 
dozens of incidents of sexual 
harassment and sexual abuse 
when Rembao recruited and 
coached them. 

The women argue the NCAA 
failed to protect them despite 
the schools being aware of 
Rembao’s alleged abuse. All 
three women were coached 
by Rembao at UT during the 
time he was an assistant with 
the Longhorns program. 

Erin Aldrich, a 2000 
Olympian and eight-time 
All-American in the high jump 
who was coached by Rembao 
at Arizona and UT; Jessica 
Johnson, a high jumper who 
was coached by Rembao at UT 
and later became a two-time 
all-American at Arkansas; 
and Londa Bevins, a middle- 
distance runner who was 
coached by Rembao at UT and 
later became a seven-time 
All-American at Arkansas 
are the three plaintiffs in the 
suit. They all were recruited 
and coached by him in the late 
1990s and early 2000s. 

For more than a generation, 
Rembao has been a fixture in 
the sport of track and field. A 
specialist in the high jump, he 
has coached four Olympians, 
15 individual NCAA champi- 
ons and 93 All-Americans. 
He also has been given cov- 
eted roles within USA Track 
and Field, including serving 
as women’s high jump devel- 
opment coordinator for a 
decade. 


See TRACK, A4 
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